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March 15, 2010 
 
Dr. Yvette Roubideaux, Director 
Indian Health Service 
Department of Health and Human Services 
801 Thompson Avenue, Suite 440 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
RE: TSGAC Comments on IHS Tribal Consultation Process  
 
Dear Dr. Roubideaux:  
 

On behalf of the Tribal Self-Governance Advisory Committee (TSGAC), I am writing to provide you with our 
comments in response to your January 15, 2010 “Dear Tribal Leader” letter requesting recommendations on how to improve 
the IHS’ Tribal consultation process.  Our comments included in this letter summarize and re-iterate our discussions with 
you during the TSGAC meeting held on January 20, 2010 in Washington, DC.  
 
 As noted in the National Tribal Self-Governance Strategic Plan & Priorities for the Obama Administration 
and the 111th Congress (Second Session) 2010-2011, Self-Governance Tribes believe the existing Department of Health 
& Human Services and IHS policy on Government-to-Government Consultation are sound policies overall; and were 
developed in conjunction with Tribal governments.  As we discussed in the TSGAC meeting with you, the real key to the 
success of the policy is in implementation.  Therefore, the consultation process could be strengthened so that it is more 
meaningful, with specific action and follow-up.  Further, implementation of the consultation policy should ensure that it is 
consistent with Self-Governance goals.  We have concerns that some senior staff in the IHS Areas are not fully adhering to 
the policy as written.  Clear directives should be provided from you as IHS Director to the Areas to ensure consistent 
implementation of the consultation policy.   
 

The TSGAC urges the HHS & IHS to be vigilant in the implementation of the consultation policies and to use 
these policies to assist other HHS bureaus in developing their respective consultation policies consistent with President 
Obama’s November 5, 2009 Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies regarding Tribal 
consultation.  

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide input on this important policy issue.  We look forward to discussing 

this further at the upcoming TSGAC meeting schedule April 6-7, 2010.  In the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 
(580) 436-7232 or via email at lt.gov@chickasaw.net if you have any questions or need further information.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jefferson Keel, Lt. Governor 
Chickasaw Nation 
 
Cc: Hankie Ortiz, Director, Office of Tribal Self-Governance IHS 
 TSGAC Members 
 
  










